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Penn  Fields, 

WOLVEEHAMPTON, 

February  20th,  1909. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Health  Eeport 
for  the  Bural  District  of  Seisdon,  for  the  year  1908. 

The  Population,  estimated  at  Mid-summer,  1908,  is 
14,608,  an  increase  of  345,  viz.  ; — 

Wombourn  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  91 

« 

Tettenhall  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Kinver  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

345 

The  Births  numbered  355,  four  more  than  the 
previous  highest,  viz.,  351  in  1906,  but  still  the  rate  is 
below  the  average,  viz.,  24-3. 

The  corrected  number  of  deaths  was  193,  giving 
death  rate  of  13’2,  which  is  the  average  for  the  District. 

In  the  month  of  December  there  was  not  a  single 
death  in  the  Kinver  District. 

The  Deaths,  under  one  year,  were  again  below  the 
average,  mainly  accounted  for  by  the  cool  autumn  causing 
less  Diarrhoea,  there  being  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  notifiable  diseases 
from  62  to  76,  due  to  the  large  number  of  cases  of  Diph¬ 
theria,  of  which  there  were  the  unprecedented  number  of 
45,  with  six  deaths,  the  average  number  of  cases  being  five. 

Of  these  45  cases, '33  were  in  the  Sewerage  District 
of  Upper  Penn. 

This  Epidemic  began  March  28th,  and  ended 
November  21st.  The  accompanying  table  shews  the  ebb 
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and  flow.  Early  in  the  Epidemic  I  strongly  urged  the 
importance  of  thorough  ventilation  and  flushing  of  the 
sewers,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  man¬ 
holes  had  been  completely  covered  over  on  account  of 
their  supposed  offensiveness. 

The  first  flushing  was  carried  out  on  April  23rd, 
and  the  opening  of  the  manholes  began  at  the  same  time. 
From  that  date  for  one  month,  no  case  of  Diphtheria 
incubated  ;  but,  besides  the  Hushing,  there  was  a  terrific 
storm  on  May  2nd,  which  overflowed  the  sewers  and 
drove  every  particle  of  gas  out  of  them.  This,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  had  a  decided  effect. 

After  a  month’s  interval,  the  Epidemic  recurred, 
and  continued  with  varying  intensity  till  the  end  of 
November,  since  when  there  have  been  no  more  cases. 

By  this  time  you  had  taken  strong  measures  to 
secure  thorough  trapping  and  ventilating  of  house  drains, 
many  of  which  had  simply  been  connected  in  the  road  with 
the  new  sewers,  besides  which  many  midden -closets  had 
been  converted  to  W.C.’s,  waste-water-closets  or  pans. 
Out  of  the  first  seven  cases,  all  in  different  houses,  five  did 
not  attend  the  Bradmore  Schools.  They  had  six  different 
milk  supplies.  The  water  supply  was  from  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Corporation,  which  is  excellent.  The  Sanitation 
varied,  there  being  one  w.c.,  two  waste- water-closets,  one 
midden  and  two  pans  ;  the  yard  drains  were  all  connected 
with  the  sewers.  As  regards  the  rest  of  the  cases,  I  was 
scarcely  able  to  trace  one  directly  from  another. 

Where  there  were  second  cases  in  one  family,  there 
was  generally  a  considerable  interval  between  them. 

I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Bradmore 
Schools  had  little  or  nothing  to  do  with  the  Epidemic,  and 
are  in  a  good  sanitary  condition. 
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There  were  six  deaths  from  this  disease,  giving  a 
mortality  of  13-3  per  cent,  of  cases  ;  the  deaths  occurring 
in  cases  either  not  injected  with  anti-toxine,  or  not 
injected  early  enough  in  the  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  again  decreased  from  43  to  21, 
the  infection  in  many  cases  we  have  been  unable  to  trace. 
One  case,  reported  by  neighbours,  was  found  walking 
about,  freely  desquamating,  yet  no  second  case  occurred 
from  it,  or  from  those  isolated  at  once,  unless  in  one  case 
which  was  discharged  14  days  previous  to  a  second 
occurring  in  the  same  family. 

The  Hospital  has  been  empty  for  periods  of  three 
and  twelve  days  respectively. 

Seven  cases  were  isolated  at  home  conveniently,  or 
were  doubtful,  so  were  not  removed. 

Enteric  Fever.  There  were  three  cases  of  this 
disease  in  the  Kinver  District. 

One  was  clearly  traced  to  other  members  of  her 
family,  and  reported  on  in  1907.  Another  taking  place  at  a 
farm,  the  sanitary  state  of  which  had  been  sadly  neglected 
since  the  death  of  the  farmer  a  year  previously. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  this  year. 
Doubtless  the  more  highly-trained  our  nurses  become  the 
less  there  will  be. 

I  am  glad  to  say  we  have  another  Parish  Nurse, 
but  we  still  need  more  very  sadly. 

Measles  have  not  been  prevalent  this  year, 
though  the  Wombourn  Infant  School  was  closed  on 
account  of  this  disease  in  July,  and  there  was  one  death 
in  the  Tettenhall  Eural  District  from  it,  the  same  number 
as  from  Scarlet  Fever. 
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Whooping  Cough  and  Mumpb  were  both  con¬ 
siderably  in  evidence  in  various  Parishes. 

VACCINATION. 

Now  exemptions  are  so  easily  obtained  it  is  little 
wonder  that  so  much  advantage  is  taken  of  it,  especially 
by  the  ignorant,  and  that  36  exemptions  were  obtained  in 
the  Wombourn  district  alone.  Out  of  332  children  born 
from  June,  1907,  to  June,  1908,  only  226  were  successfully 
vaccinated. 

I  was  gravely  told  last  week  that  the  only  child  in 
the  family  who  had  not  had  Fever  or  Measles,  was  the 
one  that  had  not  been  vaccinated. 

SANITATION. 

As  above  stated,  under  Diphtheria  a  great  deal  of 
Sanitary  work  has  been  carried  on  in  the  Parish  of  Upper 
Penn,  and  as  shewn  in  the  appended  Inspector’s  Eeport. 
The  removal  of  night-soil  in  the  Parishes  of  Upper  Penn 
and  Kinver  undertaken  by  your  Council  is  of  great  service 
to  those  Parishes,  but  it  is  not  always  carried  out 
efficiently,  though  the  extra  assistance  you  have  given  in 
the  Penn  Parish  has  had  material  effect. 

There  is  still  a  lack  of  system  in  the  removal  of 
night-soil  in  Wombourn,  and  Autherley  Eoad,  Wrottesley. 

There  have  not  been  so  many  houses  erected  this 
year,  only  33  instead  of  79  last  year,  18  being  in  Penn. 

One  new  bakery  has  been  built. 

WATEE  SUPPLY. 

As  stated  last  year  Waterworks  Mains  have  been 
laid  in  portions  of  Wrottesley  and  Codsall,  but  full  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  supply  have  not  yet  been  taken, 
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At  Kingswood,  the  inhabitants  have  not  utilised  the 
stand  pipe,  as  they  object  to  carry  the  water  and  pay  rate. 

The  Pattingham  wells  appear  to  be  satisfactory 

now. 

In  the  Parish  of  Trysull,  water  has  been  laid  on  to 
four  cottages. 

You  are  to  be  congratulated  on  having  supplied 
Kinver  with  ample  and  excellent  water  which  should  be 
availed  of  by  the  inhabitants  at  once. 

The  Kinver  drainage  is  still  under  your  con¬ 
sideration,  and  meetings  have  been  held,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a  cheap  and  efficient  scheme  may  be  adopted. 

I  have  again  systematically  inspected  the  whole 
district  and  consider  it  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  except 
the  defects  I  have  pointed  out. 

The  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops,  I  have 
generally  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  save  for  a  few 
exceptions. 

As  regards  the  Factories  and  Workshops,  Vv^hich 
are  all  on  a  small  scale,  with  one  exception,  and  only 
employ  one  sex,  there  is  no  difficulty  as  to  sufficient  and 
suitable  sanitary  accommodation. 

I  beg  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  SPACEMAN,  F.R.I.P.H. 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  43,533.  Total  population  at  all  ages,  12,897.  f  At  Census  of 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,939.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-6.  |  1901. 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons 

from  outside  the  District :  — The  Workhouse,  Trysull ;  and  from  the  District : — General  Hospital,  Women’s  Hospital,  and 

tlie  Bratch  Infectious  Hospital,  Womhourn.  Eye  Infirmary,  Wolverhampton  ;  and  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley. 


Eural  District  of  Seisdon. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1908. 


Cases  Notified  in  whole 
District. 

Total  Cases 
Notified  in 

No.  of  Cases 
Removed  to 
Hospital 

Notifiable 

At  Ages- 

—Years. 

each  Locality 

from  each 
Locality. 

Disease. 

<1 

Above  65. 

d 

f— H 

d 

1— 1 

r- H 

Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

5  to  15. 

15  to  25. 

25  to  65. 

o 

a 

o 

(D 

43 

H 

Kinver. 

o 

a 

o 

cS 

<D 

-(-J 

O) 

H 

Kinver. 

Diphtheria 

(Including 

Membranous  Croup). 

45 

3 

34 

2 

6 

40 

3 

2 

5 

•  • 

Erysipelas 

7 

1 

6 

3 

3 

1 

•  • 

•  « 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

21 

•  • 

6 

13 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

9 

10 

2 

6 

7 

1 

Enteric  Fever  . . 

3 

1 

2 

3 

•  • 

Totals 

76 

•  • 

9 

47 

4 

16 

•  « 

52 

16 

8 

11 

7 

1 

Isolation  Hospital,  Bratch,  Womboiirn. 


I  give  here  Comparative  Table  of  Causes  of  Death,  and  Ages  at  which  death  occurred,  during  the  year  1908. 
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TABLE  V. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1908. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  klonths  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1908),  14,608.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  187. 
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SUMMAEY  OF  NUISANCES  ABATED  DUEING 

THE  YEAE,  1908. 


Number  of  Houses  Inspected 

. . . 

. . . 

645 

Number  of  Notices  on  Books,  31st  December,  1907 

5 

Number  of  Notices  Served... 

•  •  • 

364 

Complied  with 

«  •  • 

368 

Leaving  on  the  Books,  31st  December, 

1908 

1 

Letters  written  relative  to  Nuisances 

•  •  • 

136 

Bakehouses  Inspected 

•  •  • 

11 

Slaughter-houses  Inspected 

13 

Cow  Sheds  and  Milk  Shops  Inspected 

. . . 

81 

Canal  Boats  Inspected 

•  •  • 

73 

Houses  repaired 

•  •  • 

23 

Limewashed... 

46 

Through  Ventilation  provided 

.  .  • 

2 

Disinfected  ... 

•  •  « 

71 

Overcrowding 

•  •  • 

4 

Yards  paved  ... 

11 

Water  Closets  provided 

•  .  . 

20 

Cellars  Drained 

•  •  • 

10 

Filthy  Houses  Cleansed 

•  •  • 

5 

Wash-houses  Eepaired  and  Whitewashed 

5 

Privies  Eemoved  and  Deconstructed 

10 

Emptied  and  Cleansed 

219 

Ashpits  Eepaired 

5 

Privies  Eepaired 

13 

Doors  and  Spouting  provided 

1 

Pan  system  Adopted 

50 

Privies  Limewashed 

30 

New  Pans  provided... 

17 

Orinals  provided 

1 

Waste  Water  Closets  provided 

28 

Carried  forward 

571 

15 


Brought  forward  ...  571 

Drains  laid  to  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Eepaired  ...  .  ...  44 

Trapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Cesspits  Constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Cesspools  Emptied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Foul  Cesspits  filled  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Foul  Ditches  Cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Interceptor  Traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Vent  Pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Pigsties  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Catchpits  built  to  Piggeries  ..  ...  ...  2 

Foul  Pigwash  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manure  and  other  Filth  removed  ...  ...  ...  23 

Cowsheds  Limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Stable  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Supply — Pumps  Eepaired  ...  ...  ...  6 

Tap  Water  laid  on  to  Houses  ...  ...  ...  7 

Wells  Cleansed  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pumps  put  to  Wells  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wells  Covered,  Eepaired,  Paved  and  Channelled  1 

Water  Analysed — Wholesome  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  Polluted  ...  ...  ...  2 

Wells  Closed...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Persons  Summoned  before  the  Magistrates  ...  4 


Total  ...  932 


FACTOEY  AND  WOEKSHOPS’  ACT. 


Number  of  Factories  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  Workshops  ,,  ...  ...  ...  45 

,,  Homeworkers’  Premises  Inspected  ...  7 


PETEOLEUM  ACTS. 

Eegistered  Stores  Inspected — Petrol  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  Carbide  OF  Calcium  II 


SUMMARY 

Of  Buildings  erected,  &c,,  during  the  year  1908. 
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Parishes. 

CODS ALL 

••  ••  ••  •• 

ENVILLE  . 

••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

kinver  . 

PENN . 

PATTINGHAM  . 

HIMLEY  . 

••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ♦,  ,, 

WOAIBOURN . 

WROTTESLEY  . 

1 

Totals . | 

37  Plans  ^\ere  approved  during  the  year.  Two  Houses  were  erected  from  Plans  approved  in  1907. 


